FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Germany recognized the Soviet Government dejure on April i6y
1922, and the U.S.S.R. was recognized dejure by Great Britain
on February i, 1924, by Italy on February 7, 1924, by Norway
on February 13, 1924, by Austria on February 20, 1924, by Greece
on March 8, 1924, by Dantzig on March 13, 1924, by Sweden on
March 15, 1924, by China on May 31, 1924, by Denmark on
June 18, 1924, by Mexico in August 1924, by Hungary on Sep-
tember 18, 1924, and by France on October 28, 1924.
Inside the country the Government's position was stronger
than ever. Many competent observers who had travelled far in
the U.S.S.R. averred that even many internal political opponents
of the Soviets admitted that there was no conceivable alternative
to the existing regime.
"When "the bells rang out the old year'9 in 1924, the internal
and international position of the Government of the U.S.S.R. was
more firmly established than ever. As many commentators stated:
"The U.S.S.R. is now a great World Power."